MESSENGER

Your gifts this summer offer hope

Provide a meal and care for just $1.96

Alone. Scared Helpless. Until they walk through our doors.

AUGUST 2020

Then hope starts to build. They sit in air-conditioned shelter, enjoy a
healthy meal, and begin to think that maybe there’s more.

C H A N G I N G

Your gifts remind them that sobriety is possible. That furthering
education is possible. That reuniting with loved ones is possible.
Those are powerful dreams. And it all starts with your gift of just
$1.96 for a meal and care.

When Jeramie got mugged on the streets last summer, it was the best thing
that could have happened to him.

Giving is at its lowest point of the year right now. Please give
as generously as you can so that our neighbors facing
homelessness can start to dream again.

“I was a single dad to four boys. One of my sons has a disability. I had to leave
work often to take care of him. Eventually, I lost jobs because of missing too
many days. Over the years, I started using street drugs to manage my
thinking. At first, I was able to work, take care of the kids, and
use. But finally it all caught up with me.

Union Gospel Mission Twin Cities
77 Ninth Street East
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

But we’ll let him tell the story:

STAY CONNECTED
Visit us online at
ugmtc.org
and give right away.

L I V E S

“I lost custody of my sons. I started sleeping in my drug
dealer’s truck. Then he kicked me to the streets.

3 WAYS TO GIVE

BECAUSE OF YOU!

I S

YOUR GIFTS LIFTED JERAMIE OFF THE
DANGEROUS STREETS

THANK YOU!

From addiction and hunger

M I S S I O N

FROM VICTIM TO VOLUNTEER

More to life than sleeping under a bridge or in a tent. More to life
than getting soaked every time it rains. More to life than living in
constant fear of an accidental overdose or getting mugged on the
dangerous streets.

Free!

O U R

To give by phone,
please call
651-789-7558.

My gift to provide meals and help change lives
DR. MORGAN, here’s my gift to provide meals and other help to change the
lives of homeless people in the Twin Cities this summer. I’m enclosing:

q $39.20 to feed and care for 20 people.
q $78.40 to feed and care for 40 people.
q $107.80 to feed and care for 55 people.
q $__________ to feed and care for as many people as possible.
Name_______________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________
City________________________________________________________
State _______________________________ Zip____________________
Email address________________________________________________

#

“The first night out there, I got mugged. Bleeding
and broken, I managed to keep my cell phone. It
was hard to ask for help, but I called my sister for
a ride to the hospital. When I got out, I told my
mom I had no place to go. She said, ‘I don’t
want my son dead; walk down the street to
Union Gospel Mission Twin Cities!’

Jeramie was beaten
and left for dead

“I was scared. What could I expect at a homeless
shelter? But after awhile, I knew I had come
to the right place. Everyone supports me

just $1.96
for a meal
and care!

Continued inside }

THANK YOU! Please make your tax-deductible check payable
to Union Gospel Mission Twin Cities. Mail it with this form in the
enclosed envelope to P.O. Box 64389, St. Paul, MN 55164-0389.
Questions? Call us at 651-789-7558. Give online at ugmtc.org.
Gifts received above a specific need level are used for local Mission
programs where the need is greatest.

N820-2020

77 Ninth Street East
St. Paul, MN 55101
For more information,
visit ugmtc.org

INSIDE
Page 2: Care Begins Here
Page 3: Here’s to You, Mr. and Mrs. Robinson!
Outside Flap: Items Needed-Can You Help?

Your most generous gift today will provide addiction recovery and more, starting with a meal for just $1.96.
From Victim to Volunteer (continued from page 1)

“I am thankful for the blessings that keep coming my way”
“Here, you’re providing a way for me to return the favor. I serve food to
people who are homeless out of my own pocket and am active with
the homeless through my church. Giving back helps my recovery.
“If I hadn’t gotten mugged last summer, I would still be
struggling in hopelessness. If I didn’t receive your support, I’d
be right back on the street and might even be dead. I am
thankful for the blessings that keep coming my way because
of your support of Union Gospel Mission Twin Cities.”

That’s a story your
gifts make possible.
You’re providing
freedom from
hopelessness!

CARE
BEGINS
Here

HOPE RESTORED,
THANKS TO YOU

HERE’S TO YOU,

here. The staff loves me and wants me to succeed. Now I am getting the help I need for my addiction and
mental health. I am clean and sober, thanks to your gifts.

A MESSAGE FROM PAM STEGORA AXBERG

Mr. and Mrs. Robinson!
After retirement, George and MaryJo Robinson had a dream: to
establish a Christ-centered recovery program for people in latestage alcohol addiction. In recovery themselves, the Robinsons
moved in to the Mission in 1980. When they got discouraged,
someone reminded them, “Don’t look at the backs of the men
walking away, look into the eyes of the men in front of you coming
for help.”

When Jake was just five, his parents
split up. He watched tearfully as his
father drove out of the driveway for
the last time.

Forty years later, the Christ Recovery Center continues to
support roughly 55 men a year in their battles to fight addiction. Their approach, which marries the principles of
Alcoholics Anonymous and evangelical Christianity, boasts a 5-year recovery rate higher than the national average.
Gifts from people like you have made recovery possible for the men at the CRC, as well as women in the Naomi
Family Residence who are also mentored in recovery through licensed chemical dependency counselors.
“I’m grateful to the Robinsons, who had the vision to combine the principles of Alcoholic Anonymous and the
Bible,” says Chris Suerig, CRC Director. “Because of their sacrifice and vision, I and other graduates are able to
live a Christian life that is happy, joyous, and free.”

Visit ugmtc.org/singalong to learn about the CRC’s weekly Singalong.

Fast forward to his chaotic teenage
years. He was still angry at his dad,
angry at God, angry at life. He
started down the path to drug
Pam Stegora Axberg, Interim CEO addiction. Kicked out of homes and
schools, he moved around to different towns and treatment
centers for years.

Addiction recovery is just one of the
ways your gifts provide new life.
But that is the old Jake. Just 19 years old, the new Jake has
found recovery, thanks to your prayers and support. The
new Jake just earned his high school diploma thanks to the
LifeNet Adult Education and Training program that you
provide. The new Jake is ready for a brand-new life, full of
promise and possibility.
In fact, in just a few weeks, he starts college to pursue fulltime Christian ministry.
You’re the one who helps people like Jake fulfill their
aspirations. Every $1.96 you provide offers a meal and care
to start people on the way to a new beginning. Thank you for
your continued prayers and support.

“Achieving sobriety here has given
me the confidence that I can still
obtain my goals in life!” —John

“Therapy has helped me realize who
I really am and how deadly addiction
is.” —Greg

“ The Mission is helping me improve
my health through better nutrition.”
—Evard

“Being here has restored my faith.
The Chapel services touch my heart.”
—John

