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THREATENS THE LIVES
OF THE HOMELESS
WINTER’S CHILL KILLS
700 PEOPLE A YEAR*
PERF.

p FOLD HERE p

SOMEONE IS SLEEPING ON
THE STREETS TONIGHT

MESSENGER

January is no time to be homeless in Minnesota.

JANUARY 2021

We suffer from bitter, Arctic cold. Biting winds.
Blowing, drifting snow. And some of the coldest
temperatures in the nation.

I S

What would it be like to have no way out of
these conditions? Imagine being locked out of
your house tonight. Imagine having no place to
sleep, or walking around all night long with no
place to go to get out of the bitter cold.

$5.88 PROVIDES 3 MEALS AND CARE

Now picture being hungry on top of it. Think of carrying
a backpack up and down city streets all day and all night.
If you leave it somewhere, you risk someone stealing it.

For years, he has believed he is a troublemaker. Someone with a past.
A man not worth fighting for. Because of you, he’s beginning to see
himself with fresh eyes.

L I V E S

Chris’s journey back to hope began in the early days
of the pandemic. He was in transition, and needed
a place to stay and a plan. One by one, family and
friends turned him away, fearing COVID-19. He
faced one roadblock after another.

Just $5.88 will go toward 3 meals, a warm bed, and other care for the night.
Our guests will be introduced to the many resources that can provide the
ladder to climb out of hopelessness. Give as generously as you can today
and save lives this winter.

He stayed in his buddy’s unheated workshop for
a few days while figuring things out. A jack-ofall-trades himself, he was surrounded by halffinished projects and tools. “I can fix things;
how can I fix my life, too?” he thought.

STAY CONNECTED
Visit us online at
ugmtc.org
and give right away.

C H A N G I N G

Chris can hardly believe his life right now.

Then you’d be left with nothing, out there in the cold.

UNION GOSPEL MISSION
77 NINTH STREET EAST
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55101

To give by phone,
please call
651-789-7558.

My Emergency Cold Weather Gift
PAM, here’s my gift to feed and care for homeless and hungry people in
the Twin Cities this winter. Enclosed is:

#
$5.88
$5.88

goes
goestoward
toward3
warm
meals
and
meals,shelter,
and1 night
other of
care
safe shelter

q $23.52 to help provide meals, shelter, and other care for 4 people.
q $47.04 to help provide meals, shelter, and other care for 8 people.
q $76.44 to help provide meals, shelter, and other care for 13 people.
q $__________ to provide meals, shelter, and other care for as many as possible.
Name_______________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________
City________________________________________________________
State _______________________________ Zip____________________
Email address________________________________________________
*ON AVERAGE, ACCORDING TO THE CENTERS FOR
DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION.

M I S S I O N

DOWN AND OUT
IN THE COLD

3 WAYS TO GIVE

If there’s anything you need, please
contact one of our chaplains. And
let us help you take the next step
to a brand-new life.

O U R

Sleeping on an old lumpy truck seat his
buddy left him, Chris’s lanky frame spilled
off the sides and onto the concrete floor.
It was cold. Uncomfortable. Lonely and
unsettling. “Even jail is better than this,“ he
thought to himself while shivering in the
damp air. In a global pandemic and cold, who

Who would take Chris
in during COVID-19?

Continued inside }
THANK YOU! Please make your tax-deductible check payable to
Union Gospel Mission Twin Cities. Mail it with this form in the
enclosed envelope to P.O. Box 64389, St. Paul, MN 55164-0389.
Questions? Call us at 651-789-7558. Give online at ugmtc.org.
Gifts received above a specific need level are used for local
Mission programs where the need is greatest.

N121-2021

77 Ninth Street East
St. Paul, MN 55101
For more information,
visit ugmtc.org

INSIDE
Outside flap: Twin Cities record wind chills
Page 3: Polar plunge: How the homeless survived
Page 4: Sleeping in the cold

$5.88

goes toward
meals, shelter,
and other care

POLAR PLUNGE: Fighting to stay
alive as temperatures dip

would offer hospitality?
Thanks to you, Chris found a place where he wouldn’t get
turned away. Warm shelter. Hot meals. People around him
with whom to share conversation and connection.

People who are homeless will do anything to survive winter’s coldest nights.
We asked some of our transitional housing guests what they had to do to stay
alive during during this winter’s Arctic blast before they came to the Mission.

Still, Chris needed more. Everyone kept talking about
becoming a full-time student at the Mission. Would it help
him find a permanent solution to his troubles?
“I decided to join the Discipleship program and find out,”
Chris says. “I found it’s made a huge difference. Here,
staff pushes me forward. They have given me leadership
opportunities that have built up my confidence.”
When no one else would, your gifts brought Chris in from the cold during COVID and gave him a new way of
living. You’re providing meals, shelter, education and job training, and all the care Chris needs right now.
“Someone out there is looking out for me,” Chris says. “Everything positive that has happened to me here is a good
grace. I’m grateful.”
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YOUR GIFTS
PROVIDE
HOSPITALITY
DURING
COVID-19. *
*Safety measures in place.

Deep cold means death
without you
As I sit here, it’s snowing again.
The large cottony flakes blow
around in front of my office
window, swirling in waves in
the wind.

“Come to me, all you
who are weary and
burdened, and I will give
you rest.”
— Matthew 11:28

I’m in a warm office, a roof over
my head, a cup of hot coffee
sitting in front of me. But as I
look at the snow coming down,
Pam Stegora Axberg
I can’t help but think about the
Interim CEO
hundreds of men, women, and
even children out there trying to survive in cars or unstable
situations through our deep cold days and nights.
Our neighbors facing homelessness go to drastic measures
to survive. They deserve the chance to sleep in comfort and
warm shelter.

“I went from shelter to shelter,
including St. Paul’s winter safe
space.” - Ron

“ I sat at Union Depot all night when I
couldn’t get into a shelter.“ - Kenneth

Your most generous gift this month will save lives by getting
people out of the deadly cold. Give a night of warm shelter
and a day of meals. You will give someone hope, and you may
even save a life. Thank you.

May the Lord give you
strength and wisdom as you
look to Him for guidance.
					
					

LET THEM KNOW YOU CARE
“I slept in my car at the Walmart
parking lot.” - Pete

“I sat in White Castle all night, then
rode the light rail when they kicked
me out. “ - Eric

Just $5.88 will go toward 3 hot meals, a night of warm shelter, and other care.
Give generously and save lives during the dead of winter.

See the cards to the right? It’s an opportunity for you to share
a personalized message with a neighbor facing homelessness.
Your card will be placed on the pillow of someone sleeping
here at the Mission this winter to remind him or her that you
care. Give hope and encouragement to a single mom, a man
with a medical disability, or someone who just lost a job. Bless
someone in need!

					
DETTACH HERE

Down and Out (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

A MESSAGE FROM DR. MORGAN

PERF.

JUST $5.88 WILL GO TOWARD MEALS, SHELTER, AND OTHER CARE AND SAVE LIVES.

					
					
					
A Caring Friend

