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PAM, I want the matching grant to double my gift to provide Christmas dinner and other 
vital care to twice as many people this holiday  season.  I’m enclosing:
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O U R  M I S S I O N  I S  C H A N G I N G  L I V E SNOVEMBER 2020

YOU GAVE HIM A REASON TO LIVE AFTER A

Last Thanksgiving, John got kicked out of his house for the last time.  
Desperate and alone, he started sleeping in his car. “I was living 
mostly on vodka and potato chips at the time,” he remembers.

John felt rejected by everyone he loved, and at the worst 
time of year! One dark night in early December, he 
couldn’t take it anymore.  He drove toward the 
railroad bridge near Shepard Road in St. Paul. 
Turning the wheel toward the edge of the street, he 
stomped on the gas to end it all.

The truck bounced and rolled, bounced and rolled 
at the bottom of the hill before crashing to the 
rocks below and bursting into flames.

Immediately someone—or something— grabbed 
John out of the inferno. He could see footprints 
and marks in the snow where he had been 
dragged to safety, but he was alone. Miraculously, 
he walked away without a scratch!

“I didn’t know if it was an angel, God, or a person 
who saved me!” John says. “Why did I survive? 
What did I have to live for?”

NB20-2020

THANK YOU!  Please make your tax-deductible check payable to 
Union Gospel Mission Twin Cities.  Mail it with this form in the 
enclosed envelope to P.O. Box 64389, St. Paul, MN  55164-0389.  
Questions?  Call us at 651.789.7558.  Give online at ugmtc.org. 
Gifts received above a specific need level are used for local 
Mission programs where the need is greatest. 

Use the match to DOUBLE MY GIFT for Christmas
Just $1.96

for 2 meals
and care!

STAY CONNECTED3 WAYS TO GIVE

#
Union Gospel Mission Twin Cities
77 Ninth Street East
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

Visit us online at  
ugmtc.org  
and give right away.

To give by phone,  
please call 
651.789.7558. 

q $39.20 to feed and care for 40 people.
q $78.40 to feed and care for 80 people.
q $107.80 to feed and care for 110 people. 
q $__________ to feed and care for as many people as possible.

“As a kid, Christmas was a time of anxiety 
because of fighting. As an adult, the holiday was 
just another day with no meaning. Since coming 
to the Mission and giving my life to Jesus, for me 
now the season is about the Lord coming to save 
the lost. God turned my life around, and now the 
Christmas season holds great value to me. It’s a 
time to care for and give to others in the spirit of 
Christ.”                                                                 – Rich

“I lived with an abuser. I worked, but he 
controlled the finances and gave me little. I 
worried about how I would give our kids a nice 
Christmas every year. When I got to Naomi 
Family Residence, I was surprised that they had 
ways to provide for my kids and me. It brought 
joy to my heart. For me, it was about teaching 
the kids appreciation for what they had, not 
just the gifts. I was blessed.”  – Jamie

“I didn’t see my son Jonas for three consecutive 
Christmases. It was terrible. It took time to 
restore trust with his mother.  I spent many 
Christmases without family.  I was ashamed.  
The Mission allowed me the time to figure 
out how to live sober and follow Christ. Now 
Christmas is wonderful. I have my son every 
year and am able to enjoy Christmas with my 
family again.”                                               – Chris

FROM HURT TO HOPE
YOU PUT THE ‘MERRY’ IN THEIR CHRISTMAS!

MATCHING GRANT WILL DOUBLE YOUR GIFT TIL DEC. 31

Be Twice as Nice this Christmas!
For people facing homelessness, it’s always a blue Christmas. Not because they miss sitting around a festive tree, or 
singing carols by a fire. Mostly it’s depressing because they have lost connections with loved ones. 

Loss of relationship is the worst kind of poverty a person can experience, especially at Christmas.

Your gift this month can help ensure no one has to spend the holidays alone. You can provide a hot holiday meal for 
someone who is lost and hurting. Our guests will be treated 
like family,  served with a loving smile, and even offered a 
second helping of sweet holiday pie. 

Even better, your gift will be DOUBLED up to 
$125,000, thanks to a matching grant. 

That means for just $1.96, you can provide meals 
and care for two people. 

MATCHING 
GIFT EXPIRES 
DEC. 31. 
Hurry with your gift 
before it’s too late!
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FIERY CRASH
AT CHRISTMAS



Serving Hope 2020 Update
Around here, we like to say “hope begins with a meal.” That’s because with every 

meal served this time of year, you’re serving hope. 

Hope through safe shelter as the weather turns colder. Hope through education. 
Hope through individualized services that help someone through hard times. 

Our community is counting on you to step in and help. Without you, many people will 
struggle with hunger this fall. Our neighbors need the hope 
that you can give more than ever, offered through a hot 
meal and life-changing services.

THANK YOU for your prayers and financial support for our 
Serving Hope 2020 campaign. 

CAN HUNGRY NEIGHBORS COUNT ON YOU? 

,

YOUR GIFTS ARE PUT TO GOOD USE
Growing up, 
Christmas was a 
special time in our 
home. Every year, my 
parents gave me a 
new doll representing 
a different country. 
I received a doll 
from Poland the first 
year, then Thailand, 

Germany, and even Sweden over various Christmas 
seasons, with each wearing traditional dress.

You’re providing the perfect gift 
—a brand-new life. 
I never played with these dolls; instead, I placed 
them on a high shelf because they were beautiful 
and fragile. 

Unlike my Christmas dolls, the comprehensive 
resources you provide are meant to be used by our 
guests so they can rebuild their lives. 

For example, men and women in our care 
are offered education so they can find better 
employment. Last year, 112 people had the chance 
to refresh academic skills or earn a GED and 
prepare for employment through our individualized 
program called LifeNet.

This Christmas, you are the reason that so many 
people are receiving the best Christmas gift they 
could ever ask for—brand-new lives for themselves 
and their families, thanks to education and more. 
With your prayers, our guests will become students 
who “use” all the offerings your gifts provide to get 
off the streets for good. 

A MESSAGE FROM DR. MORGAN

Legacy of Giving Lives On, 
Thanks to You  
Thanksgiving in 1908
This photograph dated 1908 shows men and women packing 
Thanksgiving food baskets at Union Gospel Mission Twin 
Cities. Those baskets provided holiday meals for families in 
need in St. Paul and the surrounding area. 

Your gifts have allowed the Mission to continue this 
important tradition through our annual Thanksgiving food 
distribution. THANK YOU for providing a legacy of giving 
during the holidays. Just think of the untold thousands of 
meals people like you have provided. You, and the people that 
came before you, have left an impressive legacy! 

A MESSAGE FROM PAM STEGORA AXBERG$1.96 provides 2X the meals and care now. Your gift doubled til Dec. 31.

But John couldn’t let go of his old life just yet. He spent Christmas Eve in the hospital after someone found 
him passed out in the snow. Without his car to sleep in, for months John made a homemade shelter out of 
sticks, barely surviving in the bitter cold. 

Just last spring, John met students from the Mission at a recovery meeting. “It was like a shining light fell on 
them as they shared their testimonies,” he says. “God told me to go to the Mission for help.” 

His first night, John sat down to a meal of spaghetti and meatballs. It had been months since he had eaten a 
decent meal. After dinner—

“I started crying during the Chapel service,” John remembers. “I’d given up on God; I thought He had given up 
on me, too!”

After several months at the Christ Recovery Center, John is 
learning to live a life of integrity and honor. The building blocks 

of recovery, the promise of education, and the stability of a 
structured life surrounded by people who care have turned his 

life around.

“The Christ Recovery Center isn’t a treatment program, it’s 
a life-rebuilding program,” John says. “I shouldn’t even be 

here because of my choices and that fiery accident, but this 
place has given me a reason to live.

My best gift this Christmas is simply to spend time with my 
kids while sober. That’s enough for me. Every day feels like 

Christmas now.”

Christmas Menu
Oven roasted chicken

Baked mac and cheese

Green beans

Dinner rolls

Christmas cake

KITCHEN NEWS

Bustling in the kitchen! 

It’s our favorite time of the year—Thanksgiving and Christmas—but that means 
the holiday rush is on!

James, our Director of Food Services, is leading his staff as they prepare 
to serve a special Thanksgiving meal to students and guests. He’s also 
busy preparing for our annual Thanksgiving food giveaway, where we 
will hand out food to thousands of neighbors in need of a turkey and 
other holiday food.

And James is already planning for our special Christmas dinner, 
complete with candles, music, and holiday treats, for any guests 
with no home to go to on Christmas Day.  That’s all in addition 
to the hundreds of meals served each day out of our two Mission 
kitchens. 

JUST $1.96 BUYS TWO 
HOLIDAY DINNERS THIS 
MONTH. THANK YOU!

 A Fiery Crash At Christmas (cont. from page 1)

“Every day feels like Christmas now.”

This Christmas, you’re 
providing the best 

gift—a second chance

PAM STEGORA AXBERG  
INTERIM CEO


