
For over 100 years, the Mission has handed out Thanksgiving 
food baskets to people in need around holiday time.

That’s a tradition we’re proud to continue year after year.

The baskets are distributed to seniors, families in need, 
veterans, people with disabilities, and others who come 
to us for help. With your generosity, these individuals can 
sit down with family or friends and enjoy a traditional 
Thanksgiving meal. That’s turkey, potatoes, vegetables, 
cranberries, and even dessert.

It takes the generosity of people like you to make it happen. 

But there’s another special group of folks who have also 
stepped up in a BIG way the last few years. Thrivent 
Financial has helped us raise funds this year so there’s enough 
food for everyone who comes. Thank you, Thrivent friends!

Help us continue this important holiday tradition. Use the 
coupon on the back page of this month’s newsletter, or the 
enclosed response card, to send your gift. Thank you for 
feeding hungry neighbors and Serving Hope!

77 Ninth Street East  
St. Paul, MN  55101
For more information,  
visit ugmtc.org
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“IF YOU DON’T EAT, 
YOU’RE GOING TO DIE!”
Your gifts this month save lives like Rob’s.
Rob saw some hard situations out there on the streets.

People digging out of garbage cans. And taking leftovers from trays at 
fast-food restaurants.

But the worst thing Rob saw?

“It broke my heart to see children in line with their 
parents at a soup kitchen,” Rob says. “There  
are so many hungry people out there. It was  
eye opening.”

One time, Rob was so hungry he even took 
food from a local grocery store. That made 
him consider where his life was headed. 

Rob couldn’t help but think—is this 
what I want for my life? Just barely 
scraping by? 

“When you’re hungry, you don’t 
think straight,” he says. “That’s when 
I knew I had gone off the deep end.” 

Before that, Rob admits he had lived a 
selfish life. His choices had broken trust 
with family and friends. Several times, he 
ended up homeless and hungry.

STAY CONNECTED3 WAYS TO GIVE

Name ______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
City _______________________________________________________
State _______________________________  Zip ___________________
Email address _______________________________________________

q I’d like to join the Supper Club by making this a monthly recurring gift.
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My gift for Thanksgiving meals
PAM,  here’s my gift to provide meals and other vital care to my neighbors 
experiencing homelessness at Thanksgiving time.  I’m enclosing:     

#
Union Gospel Mission Twin Cities
77 Ninth Street East
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

Visit us online at  
ugmtc.org  
and give right away.

To give by phone,  
please call 
651-789-7558. 

just $1.96 
for a meal and 

care!

Just $1.96 
CAN PROVIDE A THANKSGIVING MEAL THIS YEAR
Hunger is everywhere.

From parents out of work due to the pandemic to elderly 
people whose fixed incomes don’t keep up with a rising 
cost of living.

Who will step in to help? Who will make sure someone 
has a meal, especially on Thanksgiving?

Our Serving Hope 2020 campaign is underway right 
now. It takes just $1.96 to put a meal in front of a 
hungry person on the holiday, and in fact every day. 

For the price of a small coffee, you can make a BIG 
impact by offering a holiday meal and hope.

That’s because each person who comes through our 
doors at Thanksgiving represents another chance to offer 
addiction recovery,  mental health support, or education and 
job training program that can change a life for good.

Offer someone a  
brighter tomorrow!

OCTOBER 2020

Hunger drove Rob 
to the Mission

q $39.20 to feed and care for 20 people.
q $78.40 to feed and care for 40 people.
q $107.80 to feed and care for 55 people. 
q $__________ to feed and care for as many people as possible.

THANK YOU!  Please make your tax-deductible check payable to 
Union Gospel Mission Twin Cities.  Mail it with this form in the 
enclosed envelope to P.O. Box 64389, St. Paul, MN  55164-0389.  
Questions?  Call us at 651-789-7558.  Give online at ugmtc.org. 
Gifts received above a specific need level are used for local 
Mission programs where the need is greatest. 

INSIDE
Page 2: Thanksgiving kitchen update
Page 3: Thanks to you, healed with a meal!
Page 4: A history of giving at Thanksgiving

MESSENGERA History of Giving  
AT THANKSGIVING



When Rob had no place to go, he came to the Mission for meals, hoping he would stay this time and leave his 
poor choices behind. 

“I was hoping Christ would not let me leave,” Rob says. “I didn’t understand at the 
time that He gave me free will.”

Finally, Rob decided to join the Discipleship program for good. Now he’s on the 
journey toward a more God-honoring life.  “I’m back in school. I study every day 
and never procrastinate,” Rob says. “I even have a 4.0 grade point average!”

That’s the kind of change Rob wants for the people who come to the Mission 
for meals like he once did. “It’s important for people in the community to have 
a place where they can come and get something to eat,” he says. “If you don’t eat, 
you’re going to die!”

For Rob, those meals have given him a reason to keep moving forward. “I 
have a lot of hope and peace today!” he says.

Your gifts change 
lives. Thank you!

“If you don’t eat, you’re going to die!” (continued from page 1) THANKS TO YOU,

Healed with a meal 
“It’s scary when you don’t know where your next meal is coming from.”

That was Gary’s experience. He thought about committing crimes just to eat. He always 
knew the Mission was there, providing meals along with shelter and programs. In fact, 
he grew up just blocks from the Men’s Campus. 

But Gary never knew the Mission also had a recovery program. So when he became 
homeless due to a persistent addiction—and desperate—he came back 
to the Mission and received not only meals but also recovery, 
education, and so much more.

“I feel rich now because I live in the Kingdom 
of God,” Gary says. “Being here has changed 
my perspective. Jesus answered everything I was 
looking for my whole life. I found the treasure 
that was in front of me the whole time.”

KITCHEN NEWS

“Thanksgiving should be every day!”

Just $1.96 provides a Thanksgiving meal that mends broken lives. Give today.

The kitchen staff is busy planning for the holiday season. And this year, James 
Green, General Manager of Food Services, is especially thankful to offer a 

traditional Thanksgiving dinner. 

“It’s been a chaotic year in the world,” James believes. “That’s why it’s 
especially important that we come together. We’ll treat all our 

guests like family.”

That’s important to James. Growing up in Chicago, 
his parents always had many guests who shared a 

Thanksgiving meal. For James, the holiday means being 

truly grateful for our loved ones and not taking anything 
for granted. 

“It’s about being thankful for the little things,” he says. 
“Thanksgiving should be every day!” 

Your gifts will help James and his staff provide a 
Thanksgiving dinner that will put a smile on the faces of 
our guests and help them leave their troubles behind 
for a little while.  

That’s so important right now! Please 
consider your neighbors in need and 
give as generously you can toward 
Serving Hope 2020 this year. 
Thank you! 

FALL MEALS UPDATE

15,250  meals served so far

60,918 meals still needed

The holidays are 
especially cruel 
to people facing 
homelessness.

There’s the 
memories of 
dreams that 
could have 
been.

There’s the nightmare of broken relationships, 
squandered opportunities, and loved ones left 
behind.

Loneliness sets in this time of year like at no other 
time.

That’s why your gifts at Thanksgiving are so necessary 
right now. With your help, we can offer radical 
hospitality to people who are isolated from family. 
We will offer our Thanksgiving dinner with safety 
precautions in place while still helping them feel like 
they are in someone’s home.

The tables will be set with tablecloths and festive 
centerpieces. Each guest will be served by volunteers. 
Extra coffee and pie will be brought to their tables to 
provide that special touch of hospitality.

Your gifts this month will ensure this important 
holiday tradition continues. And it’s especially vital 
during this tough year, when we can all use a little 
extra happiness.

THANK YOU for providing so generously for our 
neighbors in need of food and shelter this month. 

Keep the holiday 
tradition alive !

A MESSAGE FROM PAM STEGORA AXBERG

PAMELA J. STEGORA AXBERG 
INTERIM CEO

“I found the treasure that was  
  in front of me the whole time.”

Now Rob can live a 
God-honoring life!


