
The Delta variant of COVID-19 has taken a toll 
on our community. What better time to show 
your neighbors that someone cares during the 
Thanksgiving season? 

As the holiday approaches, give your most generous 
gift so that women and children at our Naomi Family 
Program and men coming to our Men’s Campus can 
have a memorable meal and the chance to find a 
new way of living. 

For just $1.96, you can provide someone with a hot 
Thanksgiving meal and care that will give hope to a 
struggling neighbor. Thank you!

Your Thanksgiving gift today will 
give a meal and care to someone 
who needs it most.

THANKSGIVING CARE STARTS HERE

#

M E S S E NGE R

FALL INTO VOLUNTEERING. 
volunteers.ugmtc.org

PAM, here’s my gift to provide meals and other vital care to people facing homelessness this fall. 
I’m sending

S T A Y  C O N N E C T E D

M Y  G I F T  F O R  M E A L S  A N D  C A R E

Name _______________________________________________________  
Address _____________________________________________________
City ________________________________________________________
State_______________________________   Zip ____________________  
Email address ________________________________________________

$39.20 to feed and care for 20 people.
$78.40 to feed and care for 40 people.
$107.80 to feed and care for 55 people.
$__________ to feed and care for as many people as possible.

THANK YOU!  Please make your tax-deductible check payable to 
Union Gospel Mission Twin Cities.  Mail it with this form in the 
enclosed envelope to P.O. Box 64389, St. Paul, MN  55164-0389.  
Questions?  Call us at 651-789-7558.  Give online at ugmtc.org. 
Gifts received above a specific need level are used for local  
Mission programs where the need is greatest. 
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Just  

$1.96  

for a meal  

and care!

“I HAVE NO 
WORRIES...”

O C T O B E R  2 0 2 1 O U R  M I S S I O N  I S  C H A N G I N G  L I V E S

Your gifts provide a meal 
and care for just $1.96

So then, as we have  
opportunity, let us do  
good to everyone …”
Galatians 6:10



Hisham has suffered greatly in his life. The 
anguish he carries makes it hard for him to 
even show his face. Still, he can say that he has 
nothing to worry about because of the ways 
you have cared for him, beginning with meals.

Growing up in the midst of the civil unrest of 
Sudan, Hisham struggled to feel safe in his 
own home, where he faced unspeakable harm.

Even moving to the United States didn’t offer 
stability. For 10 years, Hisham was homeless 
often and had to travel throughout the 
country seeking stable work.

Before long, old habits came back to haunt 
him. At one point, this soft-spoken resident 
faced prison because of an unfortunate 
choice. When he was released, Hisham 
thought his life was over.

But God had other plans.

Hisham stepped into the house of hope your gifts provide. Within a short time, 
he joined up with men who could help him overcome barriers to success and 
understand how to apply faith to his life.

“I’m taking this opportunity seriously,” Hisham says.  
“I’m working through my struggles.”

Hisham’s healing began when he sat down for his first meal. The food 
at the Mission keeps his body strong so he can focus on building a 
brand-new future. After being unstable for many years, he appreciates 
how the Mission provides for his overall needs.

“The help here is undeniable,” Hisham says. “Here, I get good food  
and a roof over my head. I have no worries. The staff only wants  
good for us.”

Hot meals can heal. 

Even as we face another round of the COVID-19 pandemic 
due to the Delta variant, the Mission is bustling with 
activity as we prepare for Thanksgiving. This year we will 
serve people in need both on and off our campuses, 
following current safety protocols of the Centers for 
Disease Control and the Minnesota Department of Health. 

Next month we plan to distribute 4,000 bags of 
Thanksgiving groceries to people in need. Our friends at 
Thrivent Financial, in conjunction with Cub®, have already 
been a HUGE help gathering the food we distribute and 
helping solicit donations to make this event happen. We 
are SO thankful for their faithful, growing partnership on 
behalf of families in need. 

In addition, we are grateful to deliver hotboxes filled with 
Thanksgiving meals to people living in local high-rise 
buildings, so they have a traditional meal to enjoy on the 
holiday. 

Your gifts will go toward the Thanksgiving meals and other 
care. Like you might do at home, we will be serving turkey, 
stuffing, and other mouth-watering holiday foods so that 
our residents and guests can feel the comforts of home as 
much as possible.

Thank you for giving our residents something to be 
thankful for this year.

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M
P A M E L A  S T E G O R A  A X B E R G ,  C E O“I HAVE NO WORRIES...”

Reaching Beyond 
the Walls
Thanksgiving Provides 
Opportunities to Serve 
the Broader Community

THANKSGIVING MEALS PREPARED WITH LOVE
Miss Margaret makes the holiday — and every day — extra special 
for the women and children at the Naomi Family Program.

What’s that sweet aroma drifting from the Naomi kitchen on Thanksgiving Day? That’s the  
sweet smell of love!  

Miss Margaret gets up extra early on Thanksgiving, so she can cook a memorable dinner for the 
women and children. Every year she serves a traditional menu of turkey, cornbread dressing, 
collard greens, cranberries, rolls, and punch. Then, she tops it off with generous helpings of sweet 
potato pie made from her grandma’s own recipe (see inset) or desserts such as pineapple upside-
down cake that other Naomi staff members have prepared.

“I want our residents to feel like it’s a home-cooked meal,”  
MARGARET SAYS.

Over her 13 years at the Mission, Margaret has shared a special bond with the women because  
of her remarkable testimony. “Like many of them, I was in a violent relationship earlier in life,”  
she explains. “I got shot and actually died. But the Lord brought me back to life. I promised Him 
that I would tell everyone that He is real. I believe I was sent to Naomi to share that testimony  
with our residents.”

Margaret has become so much more than a cook. Over her 
tenure, she has become a mentor in parenting, life skills, 
and forgiveness. And she gets overjoyed when she sees our 
residents stepping into a new identity as daughters of the King. 
“It makes me happy to see the women change, especially when 
they eat my food!” Margaret says with a laugh.

At Thanksgiving and throughout the year, Margaret’s joy  
shines through. Thanks for serving with love, Margaret!

R E C I P E

D I R E C T I O N S :
Preheat oven to 400 degrees for the potatoes. 
Bake the potatoes for 40 minutes or until soft. 
Let cool. Cut in half and scoop out potatoes. 
Mash with butter. Add the rest of the ingredients 
to the potatoes. Beat with a mixer until creamy. 
Pour pie filling into premade pie crust. Bake in 
375-degree oven for 25 minutes or until firm.

Passed down to Miss Margaret  
from her grandmother.

I N G R E D I E N T S :
4 medium sweet potatoes
1 stick butter, softened
6 eggs
6 oz. can evaporated milk
1 t nutmeg
1 t cinnamon
1 t vanilla
White sugar to taste (up to 1 c)
1 premade unbaked pie crust


