STEPHANIE HAS
PEACE AND JOY
“The last two years I wasn’t home for Christmas
because of my addiction. This year, I am
celebrating over one year of sobriety. I am excited
to see how Christmas goes this year. I have a new
appreciation for the holidays and for life. My son
will also (hopefully) experience snow for the first
time. Being in the Naomi Family Program has
been a godsend to bring me to this point; it has
changed my whole life. I am learning to put God
at the center of it all and to connect with him
throughout the day. I feel happy and content; I
have a lot of peace and strength from being here,
and that is the best gift of all.”

M E S S E NGE R

A REASON TO GIVE THIS SEASON

Meals and Care for Just $1.96

For people facing homelessness at Christmas, there is no ‘joy to the world.’ Many ache from hunger
and are haunted by memories of broken relationships. Others can’t remember the last time they
sat down to a hot holiday meal or opened a gift with their name on it.
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Your gift this month will give our residents and guests just a little hope through a meal and care.
When people come in for a hot meal any time during the month, but especially on Christmas
Day, they will be greeted by friendly volunteers who offer hot food, hot coffee, and holiday pie.
That small gesture of kindness might be just the “gift” they need to feel some holiday cheer and
remember the joy of Christmas.

FROM DEPRESSED
TO BLESSED,

For just $1.96, it’s a small price to give joy.

Remember your hurting neighbors this Christmas.

S TAY C O N N E C T E D

#

MY GIFT FOR MEALS AND CARE
PAM, here’s my gift to provide meals and other vital care to people facing homelessness
during the holidays. I’m sending

$39.20 to feed and care for 20 people.
$78.40 to feed and care for 40 people.
$107.80 to feed and care for 55 people.
$__________ to feed and care for as many people as possible.
Name________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________
City_________________________________________________________
State_______________________________ Zip_____________________
Email address_________________________________________________

Just

$1.m9ea6l
for a
and care!

THANK YOU! Please make your tax-deductible gift payable to
Union Gospel Mission Twin Cities. Mail it with this form in the
enclosed envelope to P.O. Box 64389, St. Paul, MN 55164-0389.
Questions? Call us at 651-789-7558. Give online at ugmtc.org.
Gifts received above a specific need level are used for local
Mission programs where the need is greatest.
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OUR MISSION IS CHANGING LIVES

JOHN’S MIND WAS FILLED WITH WHAT IFS:
What if I hadn’t started drinking at age 15? What if I hadn’t had numerous run-ins with
the law and landed in jail, sometimes even on Christmas Day? What if I hadn’t suffered
unbearable personal losses?
When John had to sleep under a railroad bridge, he knew he had hit rock bottom. “The trains
and insects kept me up at night,” he remembers. “It was hard to find a place to shower or clean
my clothes. I got depressed being out there.”
That’s when John started looking toward the future: What if I can start fresh and move
forward with hope? To get started, he came to Union Gospel Mission Twin Cities.

“The holidays are more meaningful now…”

“For a child is born to us,
a son is given to us...
And he will be called:
Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.”
- Isaiah 9:6

“It’s hard for people like me to ask for help,”
John says. “I had shame coming in here.” But the
love and mercy he received changed all that.
He surrendered to the process and the daily
routine. He spent time talking and praying with
chaplains. Slowly, his thinking began to change.
Soon, John surrendered to God in a fresh way.
Bible passages like Jeremiah 29:11 encouraged
him: “For I know the plans I have for you,
declares the Lord…to give you a hope and a
future.” He says his stress is gone and he wakes
up happy, because he gives the Lord all his
troubles.
This Christmas, his “what ifs” only involve
positive thoughts, like a bright future filled with
recovery, reconnection with beloved family
members, and a growing relationship with
Jesus. This year, the end-of-year holidays are
looking brighter.
“The holidays are more meaningful now that
I’m closer to Christ,” he says.

EAGLE BROOK CHURCH: PARTNERS FOR GOOD

A MESSAGE FROM
PAM STEGORA AXBERG, CEO

Since our earliest days, churches have teamed with the Mission financially and through
volunteering to help meet the needs of people facing homelessness. This month, we
celebrate Eagle Brook Church. Parishioners from the Lino Lakes and White Bear Lake
campuses act as the hands and feet of Jesus by regularly serving meals at the Mission.
The church has also blessed the Mission through generous financial gifts. These offerings
provide food, shelter, education, mental health support, addiction recovery, and more to
our residents and guests while they reside on our campuses. They also provide additional
emotional and spiritual support for alumni as they move back into the community and rejoin
the workforce.
Several residents at the Mission also connect with Eagle Brook Church through their weekly
services and recovery ministry, which helps them grow in faith in Christ.

Thank you for blessing your neighbors, Eagle Brookers!
We appreciate you.

Jesus Became
our Merciful
Savior
When you think of Christmas, what comes to
mind? Jesus lying in a manger? The angels
proclaiming Christ’s birth? Or maybe the Magi?
Have you thought about mercy and its
connection to Christmas? In Titus 3:4-5, it says,
“But when the kindness and love of God our
Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of
righteous things we had done, but because of
his mercy.”
When Jesus came to us over 2,000 years ago, He
was kindness and love personified. Throughout
his life on earth, Jesus showed kindness to
the Samaritan woman at the well. He showed
grace to the demonized man. He demonstrated
patience to his disciples when they didn’t
understand his sayings and parables. And in the
end, Jesus was loving to all of us, to the point of
death on the Cross for you and me.
This Christmas, THANK YOU for showing mercy
and love to the men, women, and children who
come through our doors. By demonstrating
the gift of mercy, we can give our residents and
guests the best gift of all.
With blessings,

