
THE GIFT GOES ON … BEGINNING WITH A MEAL
Just $1.96 for a Christmas dinner and other care

This month, as we celebrate Thanksgiving and look toward Christmas, please 
give your most generous gift. For just $1.96, A meal can offer hope to someone 
struggling with the hardships of life.

Just think what it will mean to someone who has no place to go for 
Christmas dinner to sit down to a hot meal featuring meat, vegetables, 
rolls, and even dessert in a festive atmosphere. Each person will be 
served by loving volunteers who will offer second helpings of pie and 
keep their coffee cup filled.

For someone whose only meal that day might have come from a 
dumpster, this will mean everything!

Give today – and offer holiday hope to someone in need.

#

M E S S E NGE R

PAM, here’s my gift to provide meals and other vital care to people facing homelessness  
during the holidays. I’m sending

S T A Y  C O N N E C T E D

M Y  G I F T  F O R  M E A L S  A N D  C A R E

Name _______________________________________________________  
Address _____________________________________________________
City ________________________________________________________
State_______________________________   Zip ____________________  
Email address ________________________________________________

$39.20 to feed and care for 20 people.
$78.40 to feed and care for 40 people.
$107.80 to feed and care for 55 people.
$__________ to feed and care for as many people as possible.

THANK YOU!  Please make your tax-deductible check payable to 
Union Gospel Mission Twin Cities.  Mail it with this form in the 
enclosed envelope to P.O. Box 64389, St. Paul, MN  55164-0389.  
Questions?  Call us at 651-789-7558.  Give online at ugmtc.org. 
Gifts received above a specific need level are used for local  
Mission programs where the need is greatest. 
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Just  

$1.96  

for a meal  

and care!

“I CHERISH THE  
HOLIDAYS NOW.”

N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 1 O U R  M I S S I O N  I S  C H A N G I N G  L I V E S

“I bring you good tidings of great joy…”

LUKE 2:12

Your gifts give joy to our residents at  
Christmas and all throughout the year!

Three Ways to Give

Send a Check

Give Online

Call Us

Send a check to
Union Gospel Mission Twin Cities 
376 Western Ave N 
Saint Paul, MN 55103

Visit us online at ugmtc.org so we can  
put your gift to work right away.

Give us a call at 651-789-7558.  
We would love to chat with you!



For years, Christmas meant nothing to Eric. He grew up without an extended family. As an adult, he 
became estranged from his kids. So, when he found himself alone on Christmas in 2019, wandering 
the cold streets without access to a holiday dinner and the twinkling lights of a Christmas tree, his 
heart felt hardened.

Being homeless was difficult enough, but it felt especially tough at the holidays. Plus, 

“I didn’t know how to survive as a homeless person, especially in the winter,”  

Eric says. “I tried panhandling, but that didn’t feel right.” 

He slept on the light rail train to stay warm overnight. As he tried to sleep sitting up, he thought 
about everything that his drinking had stolen from him: his home, job, and especially his kids. 

A kind stranger on the train told Eric about Union Gospel Mission Twin Cities. He decided to give 
it a try. He was grateful to get out of the cold and have a warm place to sleep. Then he joined the 
recovery program. Initially, his motivation was to stay off the streets for the winter. But it didn’t 
take him long to realize that the men in the program had something that he desperately wanted: 
sobriety and smiles. 

The program residents soon became his family. Together they survived COVID and all the challenges 
that came with living with late-stage addiction. He felt supported in his journey off the streets. 
Thanks to the care and acceptance Eric has experienced, he has been sober for almost two years.

Last year, he received his best gifts 
ever: a new set of teeth and his General 
Educational Development diploma.

“You know that song ‘All I Want for 
Christmas Is My Two Front Teeth?’  
That was me!” Eric says.  “Because the 
Mission connected me with a dental 
partner in the community, now I can  
smile for the first time without  
feeling embarrassed.”

As for school, earning his GED means Eric 
can further his education. He wants to 
continue his studies in counseling so he 
can help other people like himself. Thanks 
to the healing Eric has experienced, 
Christmas looks a lot brighter for him. “I 
cherish the holidays now,” he says.

One of the most famous holiday songs played 
this time of year is “I’ll Be Home for Christmas.” 
“Christmas Eve will find me, where the love light 
gleams,” the lyrics say. “I’ll be home for Christmas, 
if only in my dreams.”

People facing homelessness usually find 
themselves estranged from loved ones. Not 
only do they often not have a place to stay with 
family or friends, but they also find themselves 
alone on the holidays.

Many of them dream of a place where the “love 
light gleams” and where holiday traditions 
abound. A place where food is shared, songs  
are sung, trees are lit, and gifts offered. 

Thanks to you, guests coming to Union Gospel 
Mission Twin Cities are offered the “love light”  
of Jesus Christ. Isaiah 9:2 says, “for people living 
in darkness have seen a great light; on those 
living in the land of the shadow of death  
a light has dawned.”

This Christmas, thanks for sharing hope and  
light with people facing the loneliness and 
pain of homelessness.

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M
P A M  S T E G O R A  A X B E R G ,  C E O“I CHERISH THE HOLIDAYS NOW.”

You Share the 
Light of Jesus 
at Christmas

PLANNING FOR FUTURE CARE
“This is how I can be the hands and feet of Jesus.”
These are the kinds of comments that Development Manager Todd Shannon frequently hears when he 
sits down with potential planned giving donors. These donors understand that adding the Mission in 
their planned giving can help their legacies and values to live on long after their passing. 

Shannon meets with donors to discuss their options. They often express gratitude for having the 
means to give generously to people facing hardship, especially for the basics such as meals and shelter.

“People know their gifts can’t solve the problem of homelessness,” Shannon says, “but planning ahead 
to help provide for the Mission through one’s resources shows a commitment to see lives change 
through the ministry of Union Gospel Mission Twin Cities.” 

Your gifts can leave a legacy of love to people in need 
and provide financial benefits now. Interested in hearing 
more about the tax benefits of planned giving on 
behalf of the Mission? Contact us at 651-789-7552 or 
email us at LegacyOfHope@ugmtc.org. Learn more 
at ugmtc.planmygift.org. Always seek the counsel of 
your financial or legal advisor when considering planned 
giving or other financial matters.

A LEGACY OF LOVING
At the holidays and all year-round, your gifts make it possible to share food, shelter, and the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ with people in need. Since 1902, you have shared in a legacy of loving people back to life. 

Over the years, the Mission has gone from 
providing only “soup, soap, and salvation”  
to offering a range of pathways and programs 
that include education, mental health care, 
addiction recovery, and other services for 
homeless men, women, and children. These 
individualized programs get to the root of 
homelessness and help people leave their old 
lives behind.

Your generosity – and a corps of faithful 
volunteers – help keep all of the programs 
running. That’s why, this Christmas, we are so 
thankful for YOU and the gift you are to us in 
helping carry on the legacy of Union Gospel 
Mission Twin Cities. God bless you!

The Union Gospel Mission Gospel Wagon, circa 1909

PLANNED GIVING OPTIONS INCLUDE:

Designating a traditional IRA 

Including the Mission as a life  
insurance beneficiary

Adding the Mission to your  
will or living trust


