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3 “I feel like a bright 
light ready to shine.”

THANK YOU FOR 
GIVING DE’ANGELO

a life-changing
GIFT THIS

Christmas!



 

You make Christmas at 
UGMTC special!

Thanks to you, our neighbors don’t have to spend this 
Christmas on the streets. Your support provides gifts, hot 
meals and a reminder of the true reason for the season!

Christmas Morning: Thanks to 
local toy and donation drives and the 
generosity of people like you, our 
residents experience the joy of waking 
up to Christmas gifts.

Holiday Feast: Your gifts provide a 
delicious Christmas meal for guests and 
residents—for many, the first holiday 
feast they’ve enjoyed in years.

The Miracle of Jesus: Worship, prayer, 
fellowship and a message of God’s 
love—our guests gather in the chapel to 
celebrate the hope of Christmas together.

A Message from 
PAM STEGORA AXBERG

You make 
Christmas 

miracles possible
Get ready… the busiest time of 

the year is upon us! I imagine your 
calendar is filling up quickly. But 
before the year ends, please save 
a few moments for our neighbors 
experiencing homelessness.

I know you agree no one should 
live in a car… in a tent… or outside in the 
cold. Certainly not a child. Experiencing 
homelessness means living with 
constant fear and uncertainty. It’s a 
terrible way to spend any day… much 
less Christmas Day. If there’s anyone in 
need of a miracle, it’s them. 

You can make a Christmas miracle 
possible for a neighbor experiencing 
homelessness by giving $2.82 to 
provide a hot meal at Union Gospel 
Mission Twin Cities. It may not seem 
like much—but each meal you provide 
can be someone’s first step toward 
recovery and a new life. Where you see 
a meal, a neighbor who is hurting sees a 
miracle. 

With your support, no man, 
woman or child in the Twin Cities has 
to experience hunger or homelessness 
this Christmas. People like De’Angelo 
(whose story is on page 3) can find the 
miracle of hot meals, safe shelter and 
Christ-centered care at UGMTC this 
holiday season… and all year round… 
thanks to you!

Blessings,

Pam Stegora Axberg
Chief Executive 
Officer

12 Days of Giving Back
The Bible tells us it’s more blessed to give than to receive, and what better 
time to experience the joy of giving than the Christmas season! It’s also a 
wonderful time to teach children the importance of giving, or to partner 
with a friend or family member to give back. 
Read on to explore 12 Days of Giving Back and get inspired to share the 
miracle of Christmas this year:

To learn more about ways you can share the joy of Christmas with UGMTC 
guests, give us a call at 651-228-1800 or visit us online at ugmtc.org! 
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De’Angelo experienced years of trauma and grief. 
His older brother died tragically, and De’Angelo 

struggled to process his grief. He began to withdraw 
from family and friends—preferring to be alone rather 
than to talk to others about his emotions. 

“There were days after losing my brother when 
I’d just start walking. Then three days later I’d try to 
figure out where I was,” he explains. “I just didn’t 
care about myself or anything else anymore. I just 
wanted to be alone.”

Eventually, De’Angelo transitioned from numbing 
his grief with solitude to relying on alcohol and drugs 
for an escape. It soon became clear that he had an 
addiction, but he didn’t want to admit his substance 
abuse had become a problem. 

“I started making up reasons to drink: good times, 
bad times, any excuse to celebrate,” he says. “I didn’t 
know how sick I was until I got into the Mission’s 
Christ Recovery Center.”

After a near-death experience following an 
overdose, De’Angelo finally committed himself to 
recovery. He attended a detox program, which didn’t 
meet his holistic needs. Then he arrived at our doors—
still struggling with addiction, depression and anxiety.

Through mental health care, education and the 
support of our staff and other men in the program, 

De’Angelo overcame his addiction and regained 
the self-confidence he had lost long ago. He also 
recommitted his life to the Lord.

Now, he has a job at the local baseball stadium and 
recently started studying to a become barber, which 
had been his long-held dream.

“The Mission changed my perception of how I see 
my life,” he says. “I have a community of fellowship—
people who are here for me. I’d never had that before, 
because I was always alone. God brought me here to 
show me that I’m never alone.”

This Christmas, De’Angelo is experiencing 
all the joy this season has to offer—because YOU 
believed in the power of a fresh start and the 
promise of God’s unending love. “The Mission is life 
changing. It restores people,” he says. “I used to live 
with rejection and depression. Now, I feel like a bright 
light ready to shine for the rest of the world.”

“I wouldn’t be here if not for my 
relationship with God.”
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“I feel like a 
bright light 
 ready to 
shine.”



Falling temperatures 
will put lives at risk this 
holiday season.
With average lows of 13º in 
the Twin Cities—and added 
factors like snow and wind—
our neighbors are at risk of 
hypothermia and other health 
challenges this winter.

You can give them relief from 
the cold at Union Gospel Mission 
Twin Cities:

To see our most urgently 
needed items, visit 
ugmtc.org/needs

Give Relief From 
Colder Days

	• Safe shelter includes a 
warm bed and a roof over 
their heads

	• Hot food offers comfort 
and nourishment to cold, 
weary neighbors

	• Winter clothes like coats, 
hats, gloves, boots and 
good shoes are in high 
demand

It’s hard to find a reason to celebrate 
Christmas when you’re experiencing 
homelessness or hunger. YOU can give 
JOY and spark a miracle with a gift 
to lead someone to join our long-term 
recovery program and experience new 
life! It all starts by providing a meal for 
$2.82… because where you see a meal, 
they see a miracle.  

Christmas Day Meals
We will serve a home-style Christmas dinner at the Mission and will 
deliver meals to local hi-rises on Christmas. Volunteer sign-ups will 
open December 7.

Please Send Your Christmas Gift Today!

Give a meal. Spark a miracle!

$2.82
for 1 hot meal 

CAN SPARK 
A MIRACLE

That leads 
to new life!

On Tuesday, November 19, 2024, WCCO830 and UGMTC will hold the 
Hunger Mission Radiothon to benefit those served by the Mission. 

YOU can get involved! Tune into WCCO 830AM from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
•	 Call in and donate on 11/19
•	 Volunteer to answer phones
•	 Join us live at the Mall of America

Coming Up        WCCO Hunger Mission Radiothon 2024


