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DON’T MISS... 2 12 Days of 3 “ want to leave a legacy” 4 Give a meal. Share

Giving Back peace and hope!

For more information: 651-228-1800 ugmtc.org



‘I want
to leave a

s a child, Phillip loved sports, photography and

videography. He was happy and full of life as
one of four siblings to a single mother. But his mom
struggled to handle Phillip’s energetic personality.

“I had so much energy and didn’t know how
to use it. So my mom sent me to Ghana to live
with my grandparents,” Phillip says. “My other
siblings didn’t go... just me.”

When he returned to the United States, he
thought he would again be embraced by his family
with open arms. Instead, Phillip discovered he was
on his own.

“I thought I had family who would let me stay
with them until I found my own place... but I guess
I’d been gone for too long. No one would welcome
me.”

Unexpectedly, he became homeless. He made
some phone calls—and discovered a bed was
waiting for him at Union Gospel Mission Twin
Cities.

Nervous and scared, Phillip walked through our
doors and joined our ACTS Training Program...
and never looked back. He found friendship and
brotherhood among our residents and staff, and he
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“God brought me ”
‘I here for a purpose.”

started to see a difference in himself.

“I have discipline and focus. Every morning I
write down my goals and what I’'m going to work
on that day. ’'m becoming a better version of
myself.”

In the future, Phillip has dreams of becoming a
film director. Whatever he does, he wants to leave a
legacy. For the first time in his life, he’s not afraid of
setbacks along the way.

“I'm more confident in myself, and I’'m not
afraid of failure... and getting back up.”

This Christmas, Phillip is experiencing the
gifts of peace and hope for a brighter future.
Thank you for sharing the blessings of God’s love
with him! “I was lost, but now I really understand
who I am. I'm putting everything to God’s hands.”



A Message from

PAM STEGORA AXBERG

Olpous share the gifts

Christmas is just around
the corner! We're busy with our
preparations—and | know you are
too. | invite you to remember our
neighbors in need for a moment... and
consider what Christmas means to
them.

For people experiencing
homelessness, there is no moment of
peace or joy. They endure constant
stress... uncertain of where they can
sleep safely.. how they'll stay warm...
and when they’ll get their next meal.

| know your heart breaks for so
many of our neighbors who feel they
have little to celebrate this Christmas.

That’s why your support means
somuch.

You can share the gifts
of peace and hope with our
neighbors who are hurting—this
holiday season and beyond.
When you give a meal for just $2.82,
you open the doors to healing and
transformation. People like Phillip
(whose story is on page 3) will
experience the blessings of God’s love
that restores hearts andlives.

You can join us in reflecting God’s
love to our neighbors at Christmas
through your compassion toward
men, women and children who are
hungry, hurting and experiencing
homelessness..

Thank you for filling hearts with
peace and hope this season... and
every day of the year.

Blessings,

G

Pam Stegora Axberg _
Chief Executive Officer |}

2

12 DAYS OF GIVING BACK

What better time to experience the joy of giving than
the Christmas season! It’s also a wonderful time to
teach children the importance of giving, or to partner
with a friend or family member to give back.

Get inspired to share the blessing of Christmas with these ideas for
12 Days of Giving Back:

DAY 1 DAY 2 DAY 3
SortDonatons | ponateclothes |, Lo0E
DAY 4 DAY 5 DAY 6
Chri‘sl\t’;?sa(lard Cr;z?kz;:: * Help Serve Meals
DAY 7 DAY 8 DAY 9
Pack Bags Volunteer to Lead Invite a Friend
of Hope Chapel at UGMTC to Church
DAY 10 DAY 11 DAY 12
Fundraise at Your Pray for Guests Share an
L Church or Work at UGMTC Encouraging Word)

To learn more about ways you can share the peace and hope of
Christmas with UGMTC residents, give us a call at 651-228-1800 or
visit us online at ugmtc.org!

$150,000 Year-End Matching Challenge
DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT!
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YOUR YOUR
DOLLAR IMPACT!

The year is almost over, and we’ve got exciting news! When you give
between now and December 31, your gift doubles in impact,
going 2x as far to provide food, shelter and life-changing care for
our neighbors who are struggling!

DEADLINE TO GIVE: 12/31 THANK YOU

for doubling your
impact during
our Matching

N Return your special year-end gift in
the reply card today.

L1 Give online at ugmtc.org.

Challenge!
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Give Relief from Give a meal. Share peaceand /epe/
the Bitter COId For our neighbors experiencing

homelessness or hunger, Christmas
can feel more lonely than joyful... but

Fa.lllng te.mperatl..lres . YOU can share the gifts of PEACE
%". put lives at risk this and HOPE. Just $2.82 provides a
holiday season. nourishing Christmas meal—and opens

the door to recovery and a fresh start

With I f13%in th . .
than average fow of 13711 the this holiday season.

Twin Cities—and elements like
snow and piercing cold winds—
our unsheltered neighbors are

at risk of hypothermia and life- ?@T q é .

threatening illnesses this winter.

, , $2.82 SHARES PEACE That leads
You can give them relief from for 1 hot meal AND HOPE to new life!
the cold at Union Gospel Mission
Ve Cles Please Send Your Christmas Gift Today!

* Safe shelter includes a
TS TUNE IN: 23RD ANNUAL RADIOTHON
their heads "
Hot food offers comfort
and nourishment to cold, Join us live at Mall of America or tune in for the 23rd Annual Interrupt
weary neighbors Homelessness Radiothon to benefit those served by the Mission!
Winter clothes like coats,
hats, gloves, boots and
good shoes are in high
demand

When: Tuesday, November 18, 2025, 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Where: Mall of America rotunda—or tune in to WCCO 830 AM

To see our most urgently News Talk 830 WCCO and UGMTC will hold the annual radiothon where voices
come together to raise funds, inspire and uplift. On-air personalities will
interview residents and staff as they share stories of hope and transformation.
This is one of our largest fundraising events of the year, so please join us in
making a tangible impact on our community!

needed items, visit
ugmtc.org/needs
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